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Mr. Roger Goodell
Commissioner
National Football League
345 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10154

RE: Response to Your Comments Yesterday

Dear Commissioner Goodell:

Yesterday, during your press conference at the NFL owners meeting, you made a number
of misstatements about the NFL’s actions, or inaction, related to the Washington Football Team
(“WFT”) investigation and those who participated in that investigation, including our clients.
We write, once again, to make our clients’ position as clear as possible and to ask you to refrain
from suggesting that the NFL has not created or produced an investigatory report at their request.

It is simply not true, as you suggest, that because some of our clients wanted anonymity
that they therefore did not want a report produced or made public. They participated in the
investigation because they took you at your word that the NFL was serious about investigating
the deplorable treatment of women by the WFT and its owner Dan Snyder. They also trusted
that the NFL would take meaningful action to hold accountable those who were responsible,
including Dan Snyder, for 20 years of sexual harassment and abuse within the WFT.

They did not come forward because you offered them “security, privacy and anonymity”
as you stated yesterday. While many who came forward feared retaliation by Dan Snyder, and
therefore requested their names be kept confidential, they never envisioned that all their efforts
and the efforts of Beth Wilkinson and her team would result in no written report of findings, and
no real accountability for Dan Snyder or the WFT. Had they known this, they would not have
participated.

You have chosen to hide behind the “incredibly brave” women and men who came
forward to try to justify your decision to protect the WFT and Dan Snyder from whatever is
contained in those findings. You have misrepresented the wishes of our clients, and likely those
of the other women and men who came forward, to justify your decision to bury what we know
would be a damning report, having sat through dozens of interviews. Our clients came forward
with details of the harassment and abuse that they suffered with the reasonable expectation that
they and the public would be provided with the findings of the 10-month-long investigation.

It is also not true that it would be “difficult” for the NFL to produce such a report given
the desire by some for confidentiality. You of course know that a desire for confidentiality by
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some (but not all) of the participants of the investigation does not mean that a written report of
the findings cannot be produced. In our practice, we have seen reports produced from hundreds
of such independent investigations of harassment that detail allegations and findings without
compromising desired confidentiality. As everyone understands, names can be omitted,
redacted, or anonymized when needed, or they can be included when authorized. Indeed, the
investigators in this case specifically asked us which of our clients would be willing to have their
names revealed (presumably in their report of findings), and we provided that information to
them.

The falsity of your premise is clearly illustrated by the 168-page report issued in August
by New York Attorney General Letitia James regarding the allegations of sexual harassment
against former Governor Andrew Cuomo. The names of some of the witnesses in that report
were identified, including our client, and others were anonymized, such as “State Entity
Employee #1.” But the request for anonymity or confidentiality by some did not impact the
ability of the Attorney General to produce and make public a comprehensive report of findings.

Let us be clear: Our clients do not wish any further “protection” from you by
withholding this report. Instead, they urge you to receive a written report of the findings of the
investigation from Beth Wilkinson, take whatever steps are necessary to ensure the
confidentiality for those who desire it, and make that report public.

Only then will the complainants who came forward, and the public at large be able to
assess whether the actions taken against and by the WFT are truly “appropriate” as you stated.
Frankly, your continued refusal to produce the findings of the investigation, ignoring the
repeated pleas from those who put themselves at great risk to participate in this investigation,
suggests strongly that it is not they who you are determined to protect.

Now that we have addressed and put to rest the concerns you raised yesterday regarding
our client’s privacy or confidentiality concerns, we again respectfully request that you obtain a
comprehensive report of findings from Ms. Wilkinson and make that report public without
further excuse or delay.

Sincerely,

Lisa J. Banks

Debra S. Kat

cc: Lisa Friel, NFL Senior Vice President, Special Counsel for Investigations


